Mercantile Cricket Association
Paid Player Guidelines

1. Permits for players who are paid for cricketing services in other competitions
will normally be granted only to

(i) Non-playing coaches from other competitions

(i) MCA players who have qualified under rule 2.1(c) as "previous players"
before receiving payment in another competition, and have maintained their
qualification under 2.1(c)

2. Permits will only be considered for players paid for cricket services to MCA
clubs (either directly by payment from the club or indirectly by payment from
sponsors/supporters/etc) if they meet the following conditions:

(i) The player may only be paid for cricketing services as senior coach, assistant
senior coach, junior coach, or junior coordinator at the club.

(ii) Payments for playing or for performances in the MCA or another
competition will render the player ineligible

(iii) Only a maximum of one paid senior coach or assistant coach per two senior
MCA XI's may be granted permits (ie two if a club has 3 or 4 senior XI's, three for
5 or 6 Xls, etc)

(iv) total payments for all coaches who play in a club's MCA First XI over a
season cannot exceed $3000 per season for senior coaching duties, in cash or
other value, eg airfares, free/discounted board & lodging. Waived subs or
match fees are not considered a payment.

(v) A First XI player receiving more than $1000 for senior coaching services must
hold a recognised coaching qualification, of at least level 1 (Australian) or
equivalent overseas

(vi) A First XI player may be paid extra payments of up to $1200 for bona fide
junior coaching, and $350 per junior Xl if he is the club's junior co-ordinator.
Payments to the player exceeding these amounts require documentation of the
junior program, and the Executive Committee must be satisfied that the size of
payment is warranted by the player's duties in the junior program.

(vii) A player who will only play below a club's MCA First Xl is not restricted in
their payments for senior or junior coaching. However the restriction in point (ii)
on playing or performance payments still applies.
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(viii) a copy of the contract with the paid player detailing the duties and
payments applicable must be lodged upon request before a permit will be
considered. The contract will be confidential to the MCA Executive.

(ix) No agreement between a professional player and a club will constitute a
licence to play in the MCA without a permit

These conditions are intended to protect the MCA as an amateur competition
for community clubs. Their intention is to allow genuine playing coaches of First
Xl ability to receive modest payments for bona fide club coaching at senior and
junior level, while preventing growth of a paid-player culture which requires
significant fund-raising by clubs merely to be competitive.



